
 

 
 

2018 Reservation Homeless Study 

Red Lake 

This summary provides results for Red Lake from the 2018 survey of homelessness on Minnesota’s American 

Indian reservations. Wilder Research worked with participating tribes to collect information in October 2018 

through 408 interviews with people experiencing homelessness or near-homelessness at Red Lake. 

Overall counts and demographics 

Meeting the federal definition of homelessness: In October 2018, 408 people 

were interviewed at Red Lake. Counting all respondents, plus their partners and 

children, we counted a total of 330 people who met the federal definition of 

homelessness - that is, at the time of the survey, they were staying in a shelter, 

outside, in another space not intended for habitation, or temporarily staying with 

others (doubled up) if their situation was precarious. For more information on the 

federal definition of homelessness, please visit: http://mnhomeless.org.  

Number of people experiencing homelessness and near-homelessness:  

In addition to the 330 people who met the federal definition of homelessness, 419 

people were experiencing near-homelessness on Red Lake at the time of the 

study – that is, they were staying with others (doubled up) in relatively more stable 

conditions. Figure 1 shows the ages of these 749 people. 

1. Ages of the 749 people experiencing homelessness and near-
homelessness on Red Lake, October 2018 (N=749) 

 

Note: Because respondents are not asked the specific age of an accompanying spouse, this chart 

assumes that respondents and their spouses are in the the same age category.   

Families experiencing homelessness and near-homelessness: 30% of 

respondents were parents of any age who had a child with them at the time of the 

study. In total, there were 235 children with their parents (ranging from <1 to 17 

years old); 64 unaccompanied youth were also interviewed as a part of the study. 

Long-term homeless: Of all 408 respondents, 326 (80%) met the Minnesota 

definition of long-term homelessness: those who have been without a permanent 

residence for at least one year, or four or more times during the last three years. 

Thirty-nine respondents (10%) met the HUD definition of chronic homelessness. 
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Near-homeless on the Red Lake 

Reservation 

Doubling up (living with another household/family unit) 

has historically been the most common form of 

homelessness on reservations.  

 56% of respondents and their accompanying family 

members were doubled up or near-homeless – that is, 

staying with a family member or someone they knew 

rather than living outside or in places not intended for 

human habitation. 

 Doubling up is not a common preference among the 

American Indians surveyed. Nearly all respondents (99%) 

would live in their own housing – not shared with family or 

friends – if they could find or afford it.   

 Among those who are doubled up, overcrowing and 

substandard conditions are concerns. In 2018, the 

average number of people per room for doubled-up 

respondents at Red Lake was 1.8 (federal standards 

define overcrowded as those that house more than one 

person per room, and severely overcrowded as more than 

1.5 people per room). 

 The condition of the housing was also a concern for 

many, with 79% of near-homeless respondents identifying 

their current housing as substandard. Nearly all had hot 

and cold running water and electricity, but 21% had no 

central heating system. 

 

American Indians in the Statewide  

Homeless Study 

The reservation survey is conducted every three years 

with Wilder’s statewide study of homelessness, which 

occurs on the third Thursday in October. In contrast to the 

reservation study, the statewide study only interviews 

people who meet the federal definition of homelessness – 

and does not include those who are doubled up longer term.  

 In the statewide study, 18% of adults identified 

themselves as American Indian, either alone or as part 

of a mixed-race heritage. Of those, 17% were affiliated 

with Red Lake (which is likely an undercount, as only 

those who were directly interviewed for the statewide 

survey were asked about their tribal affiliation; anyone 

who accompanied respondents (children, family members, 

etc.) were not asked about their tribal affiliation).  

 16% of people interviewed in the Twin Cities metro area 

identified as American Indian; 23% of people interviewed 

in greater Minnesota identified as American Indian. 

 As on reservations, long-term homelessness was a 

challenge for American Indian respondents in the 

statewide survey: 74% of American Indians surveyed 

had been homeless for at least one year or four or 

more times during the last three years, compared to 

63% of those who did not identify as American Indian. 

Although the statewide study and reservation study target 

slightly different populations, the statewide data can be 

useful for making comparisons. Additional statewide 

survey data are available for reference on our website, 

mnhomeless.org. 

 

Additional information on the 2018 Reservation Homeless Study 

 

Overall, six tribes participated in the 2018 Reservation Homeless Study, including Bois Forte Band of Chippewa, Fond du 

Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa, Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe, Red Lake Band of 

Chippewa Indians, and White Earth Band of Ojibwe. In fall 2019, Wilder will publish an aggregate report on the 

characteristics of people experiencing homelessness and near-homelessness on these reservations. 

In-depth data collected at Bois Forte are included in the following tables. Before using the tables, please review the 

following “Guide to reading data tables.” If you have any questions, please contact Nicole MartinRogers at 651-280-2682 

(or 1-800-328-2972 toll-free) or nicole.martinrogers@wilder.org. Chi’miigwetch! We appreciate your participation and 

everyone that contributed to the study. 

 


